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THE CAVES OF BEXAR COUNTY
GECLOGY

Boxar County has mn average mean temperature of 69°, the hottest months
being July end August and the coldest Jamusry. The average annual precipitstion
iv 28 inches, Rain falls principally in isolated thnmdershowers end is well
diatributed throughout the year.

The county is divided from northeast to southwest by the Balcones fault
soiw. The southern part of the county lies en the Guilf Coastal Plain end ranges
in altitude from 425 to 700 feet, I% iz oemposed of upper Cretsceous snd Tertinry
sande, marls, snd cleys. These formations are poorly consolidated snd contein
no caves of any consequence, The northern third, part of the Edwards Platesu,

18 topographically higher snd stratigraphically lower thsn the southera two=thirds.
This part of the rugged mnd hilly Edwerds Plateau on the upthrown sids of the
fault soms ranges iz sltitude from 1100 to 1900 feet. Meny small spring-fed
stremas drain the area running generally southesst. The major oreeks are the
Civelo, Baloonss, Culebra, leon, and Smlado. The Ssm Antomio River, the principal
atream in Bexar County, together with the ledina River and other smaller stresmn
drains the sres ocoupied by the fault sone and the rest of the county.

The lower Cretacecus Edwards Limestone is the principal oave former in the
csunty. Caves do occur, however, in the Glem Rose Limestone and the Austin Chalk,
2lzo of Crotacsous age.

The Eéwards Limeetone crops out in a west-southwestward treanding belt im the
northern third of the couaty., This beolt is about 7 miles wide in the easterm
part of the county, only 1.9 miles wide et the nerrowest peint sbout midway asross
ths county, sad s little less than i miles wide at the Bexar-Medina County line.
North of this belt in the western part of the county it oaps the hille and up-
lmide. Its thiolmess ranges up to sbout 500 feet in the outorep ares. Lithole-
gloally it oonsists of a gray to white, hard, denze semiorystalline limestone
and dolomite.

The Bdwards is a good cave former for the reasons already oited in the
provious issue of the Texas Speleclogiocal Survey cm Uwvalde County. In Bexar
County oeven mere than in the Uvalde area the ecouemic importanse of the caves
in the Edwards is emphasised. All of San Antenio’s public snd private water
s pply comes from undérground water snd by far the majerity of this is frem
caves in the Edwards Limestome.

The Glen Rese Limestene is a minor cave formsr in Bexar Coumty. It orcpe
out end is restricted to the northern third of the county that is not cevered
by Edwards. It is stratigeephically below the Edwards snd consists of massive
chalky limestone slternating with beds of less resistant marly limestome. It
ranges up %o 1200 feet in thickness. Scme of the caves contained withia it are
Fair Hole, Cibelo Creek Cave, Friesenhshn Cave, and 31' Deep 80' Simk. Living=
stome, Sayre and Whito in their repert on the water rescurces of the San Antemio
sroa sey of the Glen Roeg,"c..it contains solution channels that range from
minute openings to large cavsrne”,

The upper Cretecesus Austin Chalk slso produces caves in Bexar County. It
is present on the surface south of the Edwards cutorop in a disrupted ssries of
patbhes extending frem northeast to southwest and gonerally paralleling the
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mwdse. The largest arse of exposure in in ths middis westarn part of the
sounty. Here 4t contains muzsrous smmll osves and ginks, The lowermost
beda of the Austin omsist of a herd thin-bedded limestons, the middls pard
coztaine soft chally limsstone and the upper part is an argillacecus chslky
lismetone, The msximum recerded thickness is 210 feot and it thins teward
the northeast. GSome of the oaves which ocour in the Austin are Scherts,
Rebber Barons, smd Holugreen's Hole.

Suprisingly even in a woll-pepulated ares such ae this thers are parts
that are relatively virgin to spelunkers. The largest outcrop of Edwurds,
ia ths northsast part of the county, contains few recorded oaves and most of
these mcmﬁrgﬁlhmwtlﬂﬂ). In all of the northerm area
where the Glen Rose is exposed there are good possidilities also. A large
poertion of thic unoxplered sroa is covered by military installationsz, however,
and iz, et present, ineccessidble.
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___HAME LOCALITY
1. 31" Dewp 80" Bink Bulverds
Z. Friesenhshn Cave Bulverde
% Fair Hele Yan Raub
I Aue Ceve Ne. 1 Van Raub
5. Aus Cave No. 2 Ven Raub
6. Dead Desr Cave Camp Bullis
7+ Umnemnsd Cave Leen Springs
8. Turner's Cawe Bracken
9. Claszen Double Drop Cave Bracken
10. Whistle Drop Cave Braocken
11. Buzzard's Roost Cave Bracken
12, Classen Tebacoeo Can Hole Braclken
13. Classen Baling Wire Cave Bracken
1, Classen Loose Rock Cave Braaken
15. Claswen Cork Sorew Cave Bracken
16, Headquarters Cave Comp Bullis
17. Baboeck Road Cave Helotes
18, Cranes Cave Heleotes
19, Hoeashins Cawve Holotes
20, NeSursl Bridge Jr. Cave Helotes
21, Blue Hole Cave No. 1 Helotes
22. Blue Hole Cave No, 2 Helotes
g= Blue Hole Cave Ne. 3 Helotes
» Blue Hole Cave Ne. 4 Helotss
25, Hadle's Cave No, 3 Helotes
26, Bandera Road Cave Helotes
27, Madla's Cave Heolotes
208, Madla's Cawve Ne, 2 Helotes
29. Bpencer's Cave Helotes
50. Adenz Wilson Jr. Cave Helotes
31. Hay'e Cave Helotes
32, Thurmen Cave Neo, 1 Helotes
33, Thurman Cave No. 2 Helotes
3. Hogan's Cave Helotes
35 Holotea Cawve Helotes
36, Helotes Blow Hole Helotes
37. Holotes Hilltop Cave Helotos
28, Shertz-Cibalo Cave Scherts
a% Alrpors Cave San Antomie
« Husbner Reoad Ceve Sen Antonie
L1, Stapelten Ranch Cave Sen Antonie
L2. Lytle Ranch Cave Eelotes
L3, Bering Sink Helotes
llss Rodbber Barom's Cave Sen Antoxie
Li5. Holmgreen's Hole Ssa Antonio
Lif. San Antenis Quarry Cave San Antomie
‘-l.?o TH.I. Cave San Antenie
LB. Rattlesnske Cave San Antonie
LS, San Pedro Park Cave Sen Antomioe
~ 50, Bkeleton Cave San Antenie
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Hocdleom Hille Cewe Sea Antonie

5%5. Cavagnes Cawe Hoa. 1 Sen Antenio 7
Sie Cavasses Cave Noo 2 San Antenie H
5, Briant Stsok Farm Cave Foo 1 San Autenio 20"
G&. Briant Stock Farm Cave N¥o. 2 Sm Auntenio 20!
57« Briant Steok Farm Ceve Ne. Ssn Antenie | LO°
58. Brisst Stoock Fura Cave Ne. San Antenis T
Ce Brimt Steck Farm Ceve Fe. 5 San Antenie ?
60, Brisnd SSock Faym Ceve Koo & San Antenie ?
f1. South Side Sink Sen Antomis &
Cibele Creek Cave Braoken (?) 1
Taurel HAeights Cave San Antenio ?
Unnamed Cave S Antonde ?
DOUBTFUL CAVES;
1n, Evers Road Sinmk Sen Antonie U
2a, Thurnm Cave Ve, 3 Helotes T
CERRECTION:
Hooa Cawve

ALTERNATE CAVE NAMES:

Barhen'a Cave No. 1 ~= Helotes Hilltop Cave
Berhen's Cave No, 2 == Helotss Blow Hols

Bone Caws <= Frisssnhehan Cave

Hox 8 Rench Cawe = Lytle Rench Cave

Bulverde Cave =~ Frisssmhalm Cawe

Cibole Cave - Siherts~Cibels Cave

Cibolo Creck Cave -~ Fair Hals

Classoz'e Hell Hels «- Classen Loess Rook Cave
Covernmon® Canyen Usve = Lytle Runch Cave
Huesascr Read Cave == Stapelton Ranch Cave Hee 1
Maysr's Cave == Dend Degr Cave

Kerbaush'as Sink (?) «- Classen Deuble Drop Cave
Rebbez* s Cave == Robbor Baron's Cave

Beenio Loop Cave «- Helotes Hilltep Cave
Scherte Cave -« Scherts-Cibolo Cave

Slsdowland Cave =~ Dead Deer Cave

Trepdoor Cave =« Holmgreen's Hole
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ADAY WILSOM JR. CAVE Bexar County (# 30)

Holotes 7.5' Quadrangls

Ovmerg

Desoriptiont The entrance is sn impressive sink about 20° aoress and 10° high.
it lesds into an smphitheatre-like reom with a fow eld, large formations. At
the back en the right there is a 25" long crawlway. There are ne formatiens
in the oprawl, which pinches out, A salamunder was seon in the eutrance roam.

Ref: T8S files

AIRPORT CAVE Bexar County (# 29)
Longhora 7.5° Quadrangle
Owners

Desoriptien: The cave 19 lecated in the bed of s mmall dry creek, and is entered
by a 2' in dismeter hele, dropping a total of L5' by s series of vertical or
nesr<vertiosl chimmeys., Fiftesn foot long desd-end orawlways extend from both
the 30° and J5' poizts. The cave follows two main jeint-sets, one runing E-W
and the other NE=-SW, Throughout its entire depth it never sxmesds fiwe feet
in dimmeter, the largeet peints being et the interceotisn of the two joint-seta.
The cave ia of umusual significance because of the high concentration of CO_, in
its stmcephere. The air is notliceably bad st the 30' lewel, while carbide lemps
will net burn &t 355°c The last ten feet of the cave have nst been satered but =
bleok dirt fill appears te reach te all walle, The cave has besn explered te
the 35' level at wvarious times by menbers of the Alame and University of Texas
Crottees of the NSS. ‘

Refs TS8S files
AUE CAVE NO. 1 Bexsr Ceunty (% L) |
Vaz Raub 7.5° Quadrangle
Owmer* Boyce Gusiin
Desordiptiont The cave is a LO' sink with 2 ssell roem et the bottem. It has been

explered by the St, Mary's University Speleologiecal Soociety. Nothiag mere ie
Inown sbout the ocawe.

Bibliogrephys Widemer, Donald L., ed. Texas Cawe Survey, Vel. II, Ne. 3; ®o 79
Ref: TSB filew

AUBE CAVE WO. 2 Bexar Coumty (# 5)
Van Rsub 7.5 Quadrangle
Omner: Boyce Gaslin

-

Desoriptiont The ocave iz & l=rge reom mestly filled with breskdown at the base of
a slope leading frem its extrscoe. It has been explored by the Bt, Mary's
University Speleologioal Sooiety.

Bibliegrephys Widener, Donsld L., ed. Texes Cave Survey, Vel. II, He, 3, p. 79.
Rof: TSS files
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BABCOCK ROAD CAVE Bexar County (# 17)

Yan Raub 705" Quadrangle

Crmers

Dezoriptions The entrmoe to the cnve is a drep of about L' and iz about 3° in
dismeter. At the bottem of the drop there is a small recm abeut 20° in diemeter

and IiZ to 5 fest high. There sre & few formetions. Cave oricksts md spiders
ere te be found in the oave.
Ref: TSS files

BANDERA ROAD CAVE Bexar County (i 26)
Helotes 7.5' Quadrangle

Ommer:

Desoriptisn: The cave censists of a small erawlway extending for 30 feet te a

decd-end, There are no formations and the csve is dry. The only fauna cbserved
was hervestaon spiders.

Refs T3S files
BERING SINK Bexar Ceunty (# L3)
Heletes T.5° Quadrangle
Owners O. Bering

Desoriptiens The cave censists of & small room at the bottem of a 15° simkhele.
It ie necessary to use a rope to enter the cave, which is dead. There are ne
foarmetions in the cave and a prairie dog was feund at the bottem ef the hele.
It hae besn expleored by the St. Mary's University Speleclogical Socisty.

Bibliographys Widemer, Donald L., ed. Texas Cawe Survey, Yel. II, No. 3, p- 7%
Refs TSS files

BLUE HOLE CAVE NO. 1 Bexar Coumty (# 21)

Ven Rewd 7.5' Quadrengle

Omaers Mr. Broekss Msmager: Arthur Meltom ;

Dssoripticams The cave ie entered by a six foot in dismetsr hele in a cliff, It
branches after a fow feet, the lelt branch geing downm for about six feet and
ending. The passage straight shead goes fer about 25' befere tapering inte a
funnel st the end,

Bibliographys Widener, Donald L., ed. Texas Cave Survey, Vol. II, Ne. 3, po 7%
. Refs 7SS files
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BLUE HOLE CAVE NO. 2 Bexar County (# 22)

Vm Rwud 7.5' Quadrmpgle
Osmer: Mr. Brocksg Manager: Arthur Meltem

Deseription: The entranos is sbout 7° wide and 6 high, After abeut five feot
2 6" thick natural bridge spans the passage. At the back a tight squeeze lsads
inte a small;, 2°' high roem with live fermations and cave orickets. Two crawle
extond te the left of the main passage. The first is about 20 feet leng and
comos baock to the suwrfase. The sscond dead-ends efter sbout 15 feet, Tetal
length of the cuve is about 60 fest and the depth is L fest.

Bibliegraphy: Widemer, Denald L., ed. Texus Cave Survey, Vel. II, Ne. 3, po 79
Ref: TS8 files

BLUE HOLE CAVE NO. 3 ~ Bexar County (# 2%
Van Reub 7.5' Quadrangle
Owner: Mr. Brooks; Mamager: Arthur Helton
Desoriptien: The cave is a 35° deep sinkhole filled with old pipe snd other trash.
It was explared on Dec. 28, 1958 by Orien Knox, Ermest Kaltermen, Butch Jubels,
and Arturo Solis.
Refs TSS files
BLUE HOLE CAVE ¥O, L Bexar Ceunty (# L)
Ven Reub 7.5' Quadrangle S
Owner: Mr., Brooks; Maneger: Arthur Msltem
Desaription: The cave is = small sinkhole about 15 deep, with a small room at the
bettem. It was explored on Dec. 28, 1958, by Orion Knex, Ernest Kalterman, Butch
Jubela, and Arture Selis. _
Ref: TSS files
BRIANT STOCK FARM CAVE WO, 1 Bexar Ceunty (i 55)
Culebra Hill 7.5 Qusdrmgle (?)
Owmeri: Mr. Brisat
Desoription: The oave is eantered by a small sink sloping steeply downward. A orawl

te the right ocmmects into the cave after a short distanoce. A rettliesnske found
2% the bettom of the slope prevented its being explored any further., It waa

explored on Feb. 28, 1960, by Orien Knox snd others from the St. Mary's Speleslegical

Society.
" Refs TSS files
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BRIANT STOCK FARM CAVE NO. 2 Bexar County (# 55}
Culebra Hill 7.5° Quadrangle (7)
Camers Mro Briant
Deseriptien: The cave iz sntered by a 20° deep sink with a roem at the botiem.
A slope leads down to ancther roecm where it emds., It was explersd by Orion
Enox snd other members of St. Mery's University Speleclogisal Scolety.
Ref: TSS files
BRIANT STOCK FARM CAVE NO, 3 | ‘ Bexar County (# 57)
Culebra Hill 7.5' Quadrangle () I
Owner: Mr, Briemt
Desoription: The cuve is entered by a 10° drep into a shert passage whioh ends in
& 20° drop inte = smell room. A smsil drep tot he right side of this room leads
ints a shert desd-end passags, The cave wes sxplered by Orien Knox asd other
mombere of the S8, Mary's University Speleclegioal Society.
Refs TS5 files
BRIANT STOCK FARM CAVE NO. L Bexar County,(# 58)
Culebre Hill 7.5° Quadrangle (17) |
Owntrt Myo Byl ant .
Desoription: The cave was explored by Al Brandt and other members of St. Mary's
University Bpsleologiosl Society. No description is available at this time.
Ref: TSS files
BRIANT STOCK FARM CAVE NC. 5 Bexar. County (# 59)
Culebra Hill 7.5° Qusdrangle (?)
Cmer: Hr. Briand
Desoriptien: No desoription is available at this time for this cave, which was
explored by Al Brendt and other members of St. Mary's University Speleclogical Secieby.
3 Refls TSS files
BRIANT STOCK FARM CAVE NO. & Bexsr Ceunty (# 60)
Culsbra Hill 7.5 Quedrmngle (7)
Owners: Yy, Brimmé
Desgcription: The cave was sxplored by Al Brandt and other members of the St. Mary's

University Bpe].oologimi Sosiety. No desoription is availeble st thisz time.
Refs TSS files
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3 ROOST CAVE Baxax
Bulverde 7.5 or Bat Cave 7.5 Quadrangls
Cwaner: Johm P, Classen

Desoxiption: The cave is emtered by a small 10" eink which in turm leads to a
four feot drop into & 30' in dismeter, 5' high ream. No passages extend from
this roam. It was explered by Bill Grey and other members of the Alamo Grotie.

Ref: W. Gray
CAVASSES CAVE NO. 1 Bexar County (# 53)
Culebra Hill 7.5 Quadrangle (?)
Owner: Mr., Cawasess

Dosoription: The cave was explored by Al Brandt and other members of the Stc Mary's
University Speleclogioal Society. No descriptiem is available at this time.
Ref: TSS files

CAVASSES CAVE NO, 2 Bexar Ceunty (# 54)
Culebra Hill 7.5 Quadrangle (?)
Owmer: Mr. Cavasses

Dosoription: The cave was explored by Al Brandt and other members of the St. Mery's
University Speleologiocal Sceiety. WNo description is available at this time.
Refs TS8 files

CIBOLO CREEK CAVE Bexar-Comal County Line

7 Quadrangle
Owner: Mr. Rompel (1)

Deseription: The cave has not been explered by speleologists and nme acourate repert
is availsble, The only desaription given of the cave is that it was entered by o
3'=l' long, 2'=%' wide orack in the bed of Cibole Creok. A cemstrictiem in the
entrance drep resulted in a boy's being trapped for several heurs. The ceve is
now covered with concrete.

Bibliography: George, Williem O, "Development of Limestone Reservoirs in Cemal
County, Texas.” Tranesctions, Americen Geophysical Uniem, Vel., 29, ¥No. L,

Part I, page 509, B °
Ref: TSS files
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CLASSEN BALING WIRE CAVE Bexar County (# 13)
Bulverde 7.5° Quadrangle
Owners Jehn P. Classen

Desoription: The cave is entered by a shallow sink, which was filled with baling
wire and other trash to keep goats ocut. After climbing over the trash a large
roan about 20' x 25' x 10' high is entered, It contains e number of nice forms-
tiens, At the back of the reem a tunnel 2§' high extends for 15" before opening
inte a 6' high passage which extends an tdditiom.l 30* befers ending. There is
a little guane on the floor of the cave which is generally dry., Tetal length is
-boutaﬂ?o

Ref: TSS files, Wo Gray

CLASSEN CORK SCREW CAVE Bexar County (# 15)
Bulverde 7.5 Quadrangle
Omners Jehn P, Classen

Dssoriptien: The entrance to the cave is s sink, which nerrows after about 10° %o
& tight hele, dropping LO' to the bottom, This is followed by another drop of
sbout 10°c The passage them sxtends 30°, with a flowstone slide of 6' on the
left. At the bottom of the slepe there is a 15° high rocm with a pool of water
in it. The floor is covered with small travertine dams: On the right there is
a 15' drop with a pocl of water at the bottom. After about 15° there iz ancther
drop, also chimneyable, This is followed by & 35' drop requiring ladders. At
the bottam & passage extends to the left above the level of the floor, A 12°
crawl leads to the first room which is 20' x 30° x 60 higho A low passage
leade from this %o & 40" x 30" x 8' highroem, cantaining a hill of mud in the
center of the roome A third room is 20' in diamster and 10' high, ending im mud
£i1l. From the bottaom ef the 35' drop a 10' chimmeyable drop leads te e &' high
passage which rapidly lowers to two feet, and is filled with water te abeut 18"
of the ceiling, The passags extends for abeut 25' with two holes in the floor at
the end; but both are filled with water. Although the passage continues any further
explération will necessitate the use of aqualungs. Two orawls extend froem the
main passage but are small and tortuous, one beceming too small to continue while
the other ends in a 15° chimmmy. The cave was explored to the water orawl en
Augo 16, 1959, by Orion Knex and other members of the Alamo Grotte. The water
orawl was explored in Sept. 1959 by Orion Knox and Dennis Deyleo

Refs TSS files, VW, Gray

CLASSEN DOUBLE DROP CAVE (MARBAUCH'S SINK?) Bexar County (# 9)

Bat Cave 7.5' Quadrangle
Owner: ¥r. Marbaush

Desoription: The cave is entered by a sink end consists of a series of five drops,
dropping a total of better than 100°, It ends im a mud plugc. There ars no for-
mations and 100' of rope or ladder is required im exploratiem of the cawe. I%
may well be the same cave as Marbesuch's Sink, a ocave in the same general ares
explored in 1958 by Bill Russell and Phil Horey, but positive identification is
not possible at this timw.

Refs TSS files, W, Gray
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CLASSEN LOOSE ROCK CAVE (CLASSEN’S HELL HOLE) Bexar Coumty (# 1L)

Bulverds 7.5' Quadrangle
Ommers John P, Classen

Desoriptien: The entrance is an 8 deep, dangerous, sink-type opening in rubble.
A passage leads inte a 50' x 20' roem with two passages extending frem it. That
te the right is a low, nurrew orswl dead-ending after a shert distance. That te
the left goes for about 15' as a fairly wide, 2' high passage, epening inte a
20° long passage ending in a 25' drep. This passage contains seme nice formatioms.
At the bottem of the pit, which requires equipment, there is a 127=15° deep hole,
while & passage to the right leads sreund the hele. A 10° drep is foumd is foumd
in this passage, which is sbout 3' wide axd 15' high, There is also & hele where
water drains. This passage extends as a orawl fer abeut 15' where a drop lets
you into & ream, A low orawl leads under the right wall of the roem emd makes a
90° left-turn. After about 20' it drops a few. At the bottom of this drep there
is a right turn te a 20" drep into a 10' x 15' x 25' high roam, The drainage
channel goss to the left and into a small hole, negotiable for omly sbout 107
before it bevemes too mmll. Total depth is sbout 120', Uice were found living
90° dowm in the save. The cave was expiored on Aug. 16, 1959, by Oriom Knex and
other members of the Alame Crotte,

Refs TSS files, W, Cruy

CLASSER TOBACCO CAN HOLE Bexar County (# 12)

Bulverde 7.5' Quadrangle
Owner: John P, Classen

Desaription: The cave is entered by a two foot in dismeter, 15' deep drep, fellowsd
by a 3' drop, & 12° drop, = 5' drop, & 20' drep, 2 30' drop, mnd finaily = 25° drep,
Essentially 4t is a series of vertiocal shafts breoken by small ledgee betwesn dreps.
It oontains ne formations smd has littls horiszontal extent, Tetal depth is abeut
125' and equipment is required for mest of the cave’s depth, It was explered in
Oot. 1995 by Orien Knex and other members ef the Alamo Grotte.

Ref's TSS files, W, Gray

CRANES CAVE Bexar Ceunty (# 18)
Helotes 7.5' Quadrangle (?7)
Owner: Cel. Crane

Desoriptien: The ocave consistes of one wedium size roem with several dead-end passages
off of 4it. It is alive and several formations are to be found in it, The entrmos
is & small hele about 3 feet deep with a slepe leading down inte the roem, OUreg
Crane was the first to explere the cave and the St, Mary's University Speleslegical
Society later took the Sciense Club of Jeffersem High Schoel of San Antemie teo it.

- Ref: TSS files
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DEAD DEER CAVE (MAYER'S CAVE) (SHADOWLAND CAVE) Bexar Ceunty (# 6)

Otis Ridge 7.5°' Quadrangle
Ownsrs Col. Mayer

Description: The oave is entersd by a 20° desp sink, which om be chimmeyed. A
crawl to the right leads frem a snall roem at the bottom eof the sink, After
sbout B’ there is a 12° drep into another small room. To the right eof the
room the psssege comtinues te & jumction of two passages. That te the right
lceds to s séries of small pits and drops which may be shimmeyed te about the
100" levele. The passage to the left lesds through a geries of smll, low rooms
te a 60' deep pit. Thie pit drops inte a 75°' x 50' x LO' high reem. The ream
containe many formations and much btreskdown., To the right the passage slopes up
to a 50 pit. At the bottem of this drep there is a short paseage leading te &
stresm of water, Dowmetream it iz possible' to go a short way befere ceming te
@ large pool of water and ¢ siphome Upstream it is pessible to ocrawl sbeut 20°
over travertine dams to a peint where the water is coming out of small heoles i
the oeilingo Total depth is estimated at 125°, Fairly reliskble reperts state
that in time of drouth it is psssible to go for "miles" beyond the siphon, which
is apparently only & few feet in length. The ocave has beea explored many years
prisr to this, but hae been recently visited by Barbara Madden snd Oriocn Enax
who raached the teop of the 50° pit em Jume 17, 1961. A trip was msde em July 15,
1961, by Johm Tallsy, Leonsrd Clark, Al Brsndt, Oriem Enox, and Barbara Meddem
to the siphon.

Bibliography: Widener, Denald L., sd. Texas Cave Survey, Volo II, No. 3, po 81.
Ref: TSS files

FAIR HOLE (CIBOLO CREEK CAVE) Bexsr-Kendsll County Line (# 3)
Vau Reub 7.5' Quadrangle
Ownere Mr. Faiyp

' Desoriptions The sntrange to the cave lies in the bed of Baloones Creek about
half-way frem sither zhere. A 7' high concrete wall has besn built around the
sntrance to prevent water from flewing inte the cave. The entrance itself is
sbout [;'=6' wide and almest perfectly circular, dropping 67' to an 8° deep peel

of water. Water flows out of a smsll uppsr-lewel passege part of the way dewn.

It bocenes teo tight to explere after a shert distance but probebly lssds te o
second, new-filled entrance in the cresk-bed. The cave, lecated am the Bexar-
HKendell County lins, runs east for sbout 300° into Kemdall County, befors turning
sharply to the right for about 50° and them sharply to the right again and rumning
southwest for about 1200° to the waterfall. The cave, therefeore, runs threugh
Cemsl Coumty and swings beck into Bexar County, where it generally feliews the
courss of Cibele Cresk. The passage averages 5' wide, with cccasienslly wider
places. Water depth ranges from 2' to ever 6', the deepest peints being wide
places at the base of domes, sc that it is impossible to chimmey acress the
despest parts of the cave, Height above the water is usumlly four feet, though
in places 1t is lewer and in places as mich as &', The cave is orossed by a
mumber of joints, but in only one instance does it follow these crsss-jeints.

This ene time it follows it for ne mere than 50°;, although at each oress-jeint

the passage is somswhat wider than ususl, Neo flow messurommts have been made

in the cave but the rate of flow waries greatly with the season and the ameunt ef
weter ruming in Baloones Creeks, Doubtless in timess of flood the cave is completely
imundated, while in the driest seasons little or ne waisr runs inte the cave.

The only fauns observed in the cave has been river mimnows and & number of cexmen
water bugs. Frobably the severe flooding that the cave is subjeot ¢ en this upper
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level prevents any trogledytic form frea deweleping. After 1500' of passage
a 35" waterfall is encountered, with a high deme abeve the waterfall, At this
point the cawe fellews & cros=s passage. Upstream the cave is nething mers then
s small fissure teo small to emter, while downstresm 1%t extends as a 30' wide,
20" high passage for at least 100' befere ending im a large recs with nigh piles
of mud md trash, which may well plug heles to a lewer lewel. The stream disup-
pears through breakdown and gravel in the floor of the pasesge. Equipment is
needod for beth the entrance drep and the waterfall, The cuve was explered in
Octo 1951 by members of the St. Mary’'s University Speleelegical Seciety who found
bad air ian the waterfall passege. A later trip by mesbers of the University ef
Texas CGrotto found no bad air. The cave was mapped to the tep of the waterfall
ia 1560 by Bob Benfer, Mike Pfeiffer, snd Murph Carpemter. (See mep, p. 15)

Bibliegraphys Widener, Denald L., ed. Velo I, Noo 5, po Llo
(Reprinted in SpelecDigest 1958, pub. By E-—P‘Rp Grdthoh; 'Fssmr: 1z-ao'j)c.
T L ]

™

Descriptiens The cave is embtered by a 6 to 10 feet in diameter, vertical  welle
1ike epening which dreps 30°c. The cave itself is about 607 long and 30° wide.
There are & nmumber of suall stalactites and other forms of dripestome which have
develeped areund fractures and mimer solutien epenings. The bedreck flcor amd
lower walls of the chamber are buried bemeath alluvial fill of umdetermined
thickness, and the surface of this fill extends to with 2'-6' of the ceiling.
Several lerge stalagmites, sms of which iz mere thmm B8' in diamster, ere partly

| or whelly buried in the fill. Frem the nerthwest end of the entrance reom &

: constricted epenisg extends upward st an inclinatien of 20 to 30 degrees. This

; ‘ grotto 1s the wnfilled part of an molent epening te the surface, the upper ex=

tension of which is cempletsly filled and sealed off by sccumulsted rock debris

and dripstones The slluvial f£ill wes washed into the cawe through this eld

sntrance while it was epemn to the surfece im late Plesistooene time, Coarser

rock debris was depoaited within and immediately in fromt of the entrance, while

finer-grained silt mnd olay was deposited in the ocentral and seutheast parts ef
| the chamber. There are seweral features in the floor deposits which olearly

| indionte that the cave is a part of a commscted ocavern eystem. A depressiom

| ebout 15°' in diameter has develeped in the floor deposita immediately beneath

| the mressent vertical entrance. The sunken mass of material must have been dis-

plaged inte a deeper portiom of the cawe, Surface water, which cccasienally
flows through the entrance :und falls into the depression, draims freely through
the debris. An open fracture 8 to 10 feet deep, as woll as mincr faults and
ssg festures in the bedded olays, also shows that the £111 has subsided since
the time of dspesition, A filled chammel out into clder deposits orosses the
c;zn)md passes bemeath the exposed part of the cave's scutheast wall, (Evans,
1961

Geology: The cave was formed probably during Tertisry snd early Fleistocene timss,
Stream valley dissection of the plateau im the Pleistecens lowered the watsr tabls
' and brought an end to solution at the level whers the cave had developed. After
the water had drained ocut, the cave begsn te fill with dripstene formations and
with blocks of limestens which fell from ite roof and walls, The large size of
some of the stalugmites indicates that this atage of self-=filling lasted for a

-
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relatively lonz time. The next stage in the history of the cave began when &
large opening dsveleped te the surfece in late Pleistecene time., The precees of
filiing was, thereferes, grvatly sccolerated as iatermititent floodiag breughtumich
surface debris and sell iate the cave. "The oldest surface materials recognised
in the cave dspesits coour im Zens 1 where thay are intermixed with fallen recks
and dripstone snd rest direotly en deposits of the older self-fillingz stage. The
fect that ealy small vertebrates wore found in Zeme 1 suggests that the surface
materiale were introduced during the early dewelopment of the epaming, befare it
had attained sufficient zize to sdmit larger suimals inte the cave. The premcunced
digsoonformity at the camtact betwesen Zane 1 and ite overlying sediments is believed
ts represent e significant gap in the sequence of deposits. A large part of the
eriginal Zons 1 deposit obviously was stripped off by rumning water cad redeposited
in 2 lower, unfilled part of the cavern systam. Such erosion could hawe taken place
only at times when deeper, ommooting parts of the cavern had deen partly emptied
of water, osused by a lowering of the water table. The lowered base lsvel led
inflowing surface water to wash swiftly through the ocaw md ereds the depeaita
rroviously scousulated em ite flogr. A subssquant rise of the water table prevented
further drainsge iato desper passages. This ended the erosion of Zome 1 and imitie-
ted a new stage of depositiem. The fine-grained snd thinly bedded sediments which
comprise most of Zenes 2 and 3 are obviocusly pond deposits. Throughout the time
represented by these %wo sonse the water table stood at & high lewel, imundating the
deeper cenmecting chambers and, at times, the lower part of the cave floer. Surface
water flewing into the cave could net escape through the saturated epenings end it
socumilated in a pond whare the fine-grained sediments were deposited. Numsrous

# of lissstone grit and very minor disconformitiss between the thin beds of
#ilt and olsy indigate that the pond dried up emd reappeared many times during the
dopoaition of the two aones, This intermittent pending oondition was preobably cszused
by miner fluctuations in the water table levsl and by sessonal wariatiens im the
infiow of surfece water. The lithelogio differences im Zomes 2 and 3 apparently
reficot sumewhat differemt depositional cenditions within the oave. There is 2o |
indigaticn, hewever, that these units were separated by any conasidersble hiatus, |
Rather, they appear to repressnt a contimuing process offilling during a single
olimatio substage. Articulated snd well-preserved skeletems found in Zene 2 md
in the lower part of Zons 3 suggests a fairly rapid rate of deposition fer at least
e part of these sedimenmte, Had the skele ens been exposed fer a considersble time
before burial they almest surely would have been soattered about by scavenger
animels. The uppermest part of Zone 3 spparently acoumulated st s relatiwvely slow
rate, Many of the foseil bones from this zone show advanced decompesitien and
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arn was coowisbely filled by Zowms 4 chamnel depoeiis At Yheo prescnt Claw

fuca water flowa into tke cave anly in ocouaian.sl perieds ef umusuvally heavwy
reinfell. As no water ccurse lesds U~ the cave's entrance, the inflew is derived
exclusively from sheet wash across the gentle surface slepe. Modern dopesita
are acousulating at a vory slow rate and are retained within the sinkhele in the
cave floor which lies immediately bencath the present entrance. Surface drainage
passes frecly thrsugh the sixkhele debris inte deeper openings, so the remaining
erca of the cave floor iz no longer subject to orosion or depesition. Thias
conditicn hes obtained singe the sinkhele first dewsleped some timo efter the
Zans | chermel filling had been cempleted.” (Evans, 1961)

Paleocntologyr The eave is e of the mest important paleentoleglo sites in the

United States., Exoavations in the caw's floor deposits haw yislded an umususlly
largoe and varied collection of foseils, including skeletons, partiel skeletons,
and more than 35,700 iselated teeth and bomes. More than 30 geners of msamals,
reptiles, smphibians, end birde are represented in the collection. These fossils
reprosent animals which used the cawe as a den or lair snd the victims of these
suimale. "Among the larger herbivorous mammals represented in the fauma whioh
mldmhwhnmooﬂhmtbmofm own socord are e¢lsphant,
mastodon, camel, tapir, end deerp. Quite probably omrniveres dragged
nwotmum-hn;muw, and were thus ¢ mjor festor in the
scouwmilation of the fauna. The carmiveres found ia asscoistion with the herbiverocus
smimals inolude ssber-toothed cats, (Dinobastis end Smiledon ep., only a canine
tooth of the latter being recovered), bear, dire wol¥, and coyote. Bomes of
Dinohastis and coyots are especially sbundant, indicating that these enimals
occasionslly or regularly used the cave as m den. One of the most interesting
features of the fossil accusmulstion is the very large mmber of immature elephant
bones found (Ele 8po) &8 compared to relatiwely few bones of adult slephants...
The condition o bones, and the fact that they were associated with mmereus
bones of Dinebastis, points olesrly te /The fact that 7 young elephants were the
ferred i.pd. diet of the great cat, Dinchbastis, The Amsricm mesteden
Mamsut americanum) is also present in the cave deposits but is not neerly se
sbundant as the elephant, Like the elephant the masteden is represented slmsst
entirely by young individuslas... Altheugh the cave fauma contains mest of the
familiar late Fleistoocene mammels of the genersl regiem, the edentates (glyptedents,
grownd sleths, and srmadillos), commonly present in late Pleistecene deposits of
the Coastal Plain and in river deposite throughout Central Texas, are virtually
absent from the collsotion. Only the fragmentwry remains of e sloth were found.
A possible explanation for this abssnce is that the edentates preforred to remain
near the water courses and rerely invaded the rocky, upland enviromment im whioh
the cave is located, The Frissenhahn fsuna containe & large mumber and wariety
of fossil redents, At least nine genera have been ddentified; and pert of these
have been studied statisticslly (Kemmerly, 1956)c Rodent bones ocour in =1l
unita of the fill but are especially abundant in Zomes 3 and k. These feund in
Zone |, are in part indigenous te the unit, and im part reworked from the older
deposits. Some of the rodents represented probably M the cave in search
of foed or shelter. Others were probably carried in as the prey of osrnivoresc..
Turtle bones ogour in al}l lewels of the ocawe fill but are by far the most common
in Zone 3. The colleotion made in 1949 and 1951 includss two gsmera of turtles
represented by 354 complote end fragmentary shells... The turtles may have used
the cave a8 & hibernation sit, or poselbly they were attracted by the intermitient
pond in which the sediments were being depesited... Several cbjects found in the
excavetions suggest the poesibility that he /T.e. Palve-imerican man 7 either
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red the cave scondicoally or lived im the fmmedianto vicinity of ils e=tranne.

. fow piages of flaked £lint rscevered from Zomes 2 and 3 olosely roseumdle the
flint sorapers which sre kaoowa to hawe beem fashioned by msp... It is not pessible
te determine with certainty whether the earaper-like ebjoots found ia the cave
depesits wore formed By netursl prooesses or whether they were made by mam,”
(Evans, 1961) Other evidances of the presence of eerly man inolude the ocouremce
of & large fresh-wabter olam which ceuld omnly hawe ovme from a stream many miles
from the save; several pieses of polished bome, which appsar to have beon ocut Wy
a charp imploment, also irdicate the presence of men. Until mere conclusive
evidence is feund, hewever, the preseuce of Pleistooono man in this cave must
remain nothing mere then speculation. “There appears to be no sound basis fer
azsigning any part of the foseil-besring sediments to the middle FPleistocenme,

8¢ was suggested by Bey (1920). Zemes 2 and 3 compose the main body of the cave
deposits and are by far the meet fossilifercus of any texted in the exssvations,
The ecourrence of such typically late Pleistocene gemera as Bi Hammut, snd
%hu oloarly indicstes that these mones originated in the u-nﬂn_ﬁ:p of

& sistocens time... Zone 1 centains fosslls whioch are loss definitive in ego.
This unit, howsver, is a pert of the related sequence of cave deposits and
probebly originated in an early molict substage of the Wisooneine.. Zeme L ylelded
fossils consisting in part of vertsbrates rewerked from the older oave deposits
and in part of smaller ferms found in primary pesitien, The indigeneus fauma
unfortunately dese not include speciss which can be used for conolusive age
doterminations. The chamnel and its Zene 4 depositz must have originsted during
o comswhat dryer interwval than the proceding periocd when the ponded sediments ef
Zones 2 and 3 wore scoumulated:. On the other hand, the nature of the channel
depesite indicstes a comsideradle volume of inflow which suggests semewhat
moister olimatio conditions them cbtain at the prosent time. There seems te be
no relisble mesns of telling at present whether Zome I was depowited during e

late substage of the Wlsconsin, or whether it is ell or in part of post-
Plelstocens age." (Evans, 19615

Feunal List: (Fossil matorial)
CLASS AMPHIBIA
Buf'e weodhousel bexarensis Mecham

Bate oo | Sey
ﬁ y%.lm " Duges

Fans g
CLASS REPTILIA
Order Chelenia

T canaliculata Hey

e wilsoni Nilstead
uams’
Crota oollarie Say
o ® melanoleuous Dsudin

us strox Daird and Girerd
cu e ——
Order Marsupialia .

Dihl%l v'l:“ amus Linnscus

of o
et ot Soratorty (Gouss)




aer Casnivra

Ureus smericsnus Pallae
Arctothieriue simm (Cope)
Uanis Jatraue Say ~

Mmaﬁm dirus (leidy)
is serus Cepe
Eadicden

S S )

Bisen L= (,)
Udoceilous virginienus (Zimmermen)

g%nm (Teidy)

Order Rodemtia

Sigmodon hispidue Buy(ﬁ)ord
Uynosiie ludoviolanus
Tocmys burserius | Shew
b R Wl

Srogaatbns hispidus Baird
ﬁ gﬂ! (Refinesque)
omydous ole nesutus (Alleam)

Hoctems Iloridena (Urd)

B
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Hote: Faxmal list is from Lundelius (1960). He excludes all avian material until
it can be fNurther studied.

Bislogy: The cave was visited on July 3, 1949 and August 10, 199, by David Lee
Jumescn mnd =t that time cellected thirteen barking frogs,(Eleuth us letrans)
mwm—m(w-m),mmq&:_;?em g
s Bufe and & bufo wall (crested tead). Pletheden gluti-
nosus (8 salamandsrs) were seen. heads (#m con m&ﬂ :
hed Seon previcusly removed from the cave. (Jamesom, 157

Histery: "It ie not lmom who first discovered the Frissemhalm Cave and the fact tha®
it comtained vertebrate fossils, The firest published reference appesred ia The
Geology and Mineral Resources of Bexar C by E. H, Sellards (Sellards 1913,

Po T In this brief scoount Sellards reported that lecal residents had
enterad the cave and collected bomes of elophants and cther Pleistocene snimels,
Theso fessils were submitted to O, P. Hay for idemtifiocation. Hay (1920) sub-
sequently published a list of 18 species which he hed identified from the "Bulverds
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Cave” and which he coneidersd to be of middle Plsistocens age... The refersnces
published by Sellards and Hay indicated that the cave was probably an impertant
fossil loeality, but for many s permission to explore the cave oould net be
cbtainsd, In the summer of 1949, Mr., Alfred Friessenhahn invited u party from
the Texas Memorial Museum to excavate the cave deposits and collect whatever
fossils were foumd. Immediately thereafter a fisld camp was esteblished at the
8ite in preparatiom for the leng-delayed exploratiom. Excavations were carried
on during the sumsers of 1949 and 1951. The field party consisted of Glen L.
Evens, Grayson E. Meade, Charles E. Mear, Jolm Whits, Carl Moore, and Kemneth
Roohatc. Dr. E, Ho Sellards, then Director of the Texas Memeorial Museum, wes in
genersl charge of the project.” (Evans, 1961) Simce that time a number of addi-
tional excavations have been made by members of the University of Texas Geclegy
Department But nwe significant sddii’:me have been made te the faunal list frem
the cave. (See mape, peges 20 and 21)

Bibliomhya Al-Utiman, Helmi. "A Statistical Study of Fossil Neotema of. frem
Texas." (umpublished manuseript)

Anonymous. "Notes and News: Barly Man." Americen Antiguity, Velo. XVI, We. 2, p. 182,
Ogteber lmu

Anenymous. "Notes and News: Early Mam.” American Antiquity, Vel. XVII, No. 2, po 176,
Octeber 1951,

Evans, Glen Lo "The Friessnhahn Cave.” Bulletin of the Texas Memerial Museum, Ne. 2,
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Follansbes, L.A. "Statistical Study of Two Pleisteoens Redents from Texes."
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Meghem, Jehn S, "Some Plelstoosns Amphiblens les Frem Friesenhahn Cave,
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EAY'S CAVE Bexar Ceuaty (# 31)
Helotee 7.5" Quadrangle
Owners My, Madle

Desaription: The cave oomsists of a pit drepping 38' te the fleoor of a small roem
about 12° x 8°; The emnly formatiom in it is a cooomut-type eme. The floor is
dir ¢ so that at one time She cawe may have been larger. Equipnent is necessary
to enter it. It was explered em July 27, 1961, by Oriecm Enex and others.

Ref: TSS files

HEADQUARTERS CAVE Bexar County (i 16)

Otis Ridge 7.5' Quadrangle (1)
Owneyr: U, S, Gevernment

Descriptien: A sloping orswlwy about 50 feet leng enters a reom abeut 120" leng x
100' wide x 15' high. The cave is alive and numersus fermations are to be feumd.
There are nany ianitisls en the walls. Fauma includes s few bats, a freg md
orickets. The room has large slabs of breskdesn and there are seversl heles in
the floor whioh may be entered without equipment dut which ge nowhere., Fauna was
collected for the State Health Department. The cmve is new used by the goverament
so that permission may net be ebtazined for visiting the cave.

Bibliegraphy: Widensr, Donald L., ed. Texas Cave Survey, Vel. II, Ne. 3, p. B0,
Ref: TSS filss

HELOTES BLOW HOLE {BARHAM'S CAVE NG. 2) Bexar Ceunty (# 36)

Helotes 7.5' Quadrangle
Omsr: Mr. Barham

Desoriptien: The cave has an entrance about three feet wide snd five feet high. It
runs in a SSW directien. The passage is very much the same azll the way to the clay
cheke which steps further progress., It is about 3 to Ly feet wide and 5 to & feet
high with shert crawle every so often. Thsre are a fow formatioms and small rooks
on the floar. Cave oricksts were seen in the first fow rocms. The length of the
oave is 350', It was surveyed on Dec. 25, 1959, by Orion Enox, Preston Knedell,

Al Brandt, and Leonard Clark of the St. Mary's University Speleclegiocal Soclety.
(See map, page 23)
Ref: TSS files

HELOTES CAVE Bexar County (# 35)
Helotes 7.5' Quadrangle

Owners

Desoription: The cave was ariginally reported in Bulletin 10 of the Nationel Speleclogioal

Society as being a single chember 20' x 30' x 5' high entered at the bettem of a 12°
swallow hele. Soveral sinks im the hele apparently indicates a pessible lower level,
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In the early 1950°s St. Mary's Speleological University Scciety visited the
cave, but foumd it to be & sinkhels, 6° deep and 8° across, having fallem rock
sud %rash at the bottam. Apparently since the report writtem im Bulletin 10,
the cave has been filled, At that time they found it te be dead esnd comtaining
spiders, scorpions, and cave orickets.

Bibliegraphy: White, Patrick Jo "Caves of Central Texas," p. 46, The Caves of Texas,
Bulletin Ten of the National Spelesclogical Scciety. April, 19LE.

Widensr, Denald L., ed. Texas Cave Survey, Vel. II; Ne. 3, po 80
Ref: TSS files

HELOTES HILLTOP CAVE (BARHAM'S CAVE NO. 1) (SCENIC LOOP CAVE) Bexar Coumty (# 37)
Helotes 7.5" Quadrangle '
Owners My, Barham

Dosaription: The emtrance te the cave is a 13! in diamster hele in a large flat {
reck: It cen be chimmeyed down for about 8° te the floor of a steepway that
leads to & 25° pit. At the bottom of the pit there is s ream with two passages
extending from it. One goes te a room filled with large beulders, sbeut 10°' x
15 The ether passage leads to a smell rocu with two chimneye and & crawl
leading off. The crawl splits snd dead-ends after abeut 20 feet. The cave walls
end floor sre cevered with PSPoorn and is relestiwely dry in all but ome roam. ‘

Humerous harvestmen are found in the entrance.
Ref: TSS files

HOGANS CAVE , Bexar County (# 34)

Helotes 7.5' Quadrangle
Owners lir. Hogan

Desoriptions The cave consistz of a medium size room with several orawlways which
are dead-onds., It is alive and formations are plentiful. No repework is necessary,
and the cave has numerous harvestmen. There are dates on the walls dating back e
1918,
Refs TSS files

HOLMGREEN® S HOLE (TRAPDOOR CAVE) Bexar County (# 45)
Longhorn 7.5' Quadrangle
Owner: Jelm Co Helmgreen

Deseriptiens The entrance te the cave is im a smll storage shed in a vacant let
in a residential district of S Antenio. A trapdecr has been placed over the
25' deep, %' in diameter well which struck the cave. A steel ladder has been
plaged in this first drep. A small roca is feund at the betteam of the drep, .
with & 15, chimmeyable drep leading sut of this. At the bettom ef this chimmey
a series of 20 high, 3'=5" wide fissure-like psssages extend for a oonsidersble
distance, Beocauss of the cemplexity of the joint-maze along which the save has
formed sny adequate desoription of it is impeseible. Much chimmeying along the



nahc.:f
top or middle of the fissurss is required becsuse they are frequently tos
narrow to negotiate towerds the bottam. These parallel fissures are acmmected
te sach other by a second set of joints, rumnning parallel to each other and
roughly perpendiculsr to the main set follewed by the cave. The cave is formed
in the Austin Chalk of Cretacecus sge. In much of the cave this is very crumbly
amd mest of the walls are cevered with cave coral and pepoorn formatioms, but
no other formations of any size or beauty are to be feund in the cawe. A venti-
laticon shaft has besen dug from the cave to a nearby greemhouse to maintain a
constant temperature in the gresnhouse. Air has always been observed blowing
strongly cut of the cave. This was particularly noted ¢m January 10, 1961, whem
it was partislly explored by Bud Frank, Bed Bmufer, James Reddell, and Grahaa
Bell of the University of Texas Grotte. The cave has also beem explored, mere
thoreughly, by M. Do e, Bill Gray, Oriem Kmex, and other members of the
Alamo Grette. A possible explanstiom fer the streng current of air issuing from
the cave is that it 12 elwmest certaianly commected with the nearby Robber Barem's
Cave. Robber Barcn's Cave, lecated less than 2/3 of a mile sway, was observed
under esimilar oenditions and om all cocasions was found te have a very strong
ourrent of air blowing inte the ocave. The emtrance to Robber Barem’s is some-
what lewsr than that of Helmgresn's Hole, which would acceunt for the air curvents,
Although comectien to Robber Barca’s has been sought it hes never been made
md is probably bleokesd by breakdewn whioh will allew ciroulatien but met admit
s human bedy.

Bibliegraphy: Anonymous. "Photo Page." The Texas Caver, Vol. VI, No. 2, pp. 18-19.
Unidentified cave picture taken in Holmgreen': s ToTeo
Refs TSS files

HUEBNER ROAD CAVE (STAPELLON RANCH CAVE NO, 1) Bexar Ceunty (# LO)
Castle Hills 7.5' Quedrangle
M!‘o stlpaltﬁ

Desoription: The oave has an entrance sbout 2' x 2° in diemeter and is looated im
the bettom of & stream bed. There is a 5° drop to the flcor and then a passagewsy
sbout 20° long, lesding teo the Big Pit. The tep of the pit is about 10' im
dismeter and the base of the pit is about 30" in diameter. It is a drep of 90°.
The room et the base of the pit is sbout 30' x L0 and funrels into & orawl that
leads %o mnother small reom snd a 20° drop. At the bottom of this final pit
there is 2 roem decorated with numerous formations, The passage sut of this
room is filled with weter and scon becemes a siphon. The passage at this peint
is enly sbout 23" high. The entiro oave is wet and drains comsiderable water
during rains. Cave orickets were seen. It was explered em Jan. 18, 195 by Oriem
Enex snd other menbers of the Almmo Grotto.

Bibliegraphys Widener, Donald L., ed. Texas Cave Survey, Vel. II, Ne. 3, po 80o
’ ° e Refs TSS files

LAUREL HEIGHTS CAVE - Bexar County

? Quadrangle
Owners

Desoription: The cave was fairly emall and the sntrance has been closed since befere
1929, Nothing meore is knmewm about it.

Bibliegrephy: Omaby, Wo A, "Exploring Caves Where Robbers Walked." The Dallas
Morning News, Jume 23, 1929. Vel. XLIV, No. 266, festure section, page 8.
Refs TSS files




=25
LYTLE RANCH CAVE (BOX % RANCH CAVE) (COVERNMENT CANYON CAVE) Bsxar County (# 43)

Helotea 7.57 Quadrangle

Owners 7 3 Johm Hubble, Fereman

Degoription: The cave sonsists of & romm about 300 yerds lemg snd 100 yards wide
et one ende. It is narrow near the entrance snd contains numerous formations,

The fauns consists of Myetis bats, live raccoem, fleas, and cawe orickets.

Bibliography: Widensr, Doneld L., edo Texas Cave Surwey, Vel. II, Ne. 3, po 8l.
Ref: TSS filesw

MADLA'S CAVE Bexar County (# 27)
Helotes 7.5' Quadrangle
Ownars Nr. Medla

Desoriptiens The entrance te the cave is & small hole with a 35° slope leading dewn
inte a roem about 80 yards leng and from L te 20 feet high. From here a secend
roem oxtends down a slope. It is about L0 yards leng and 35 or 4O feet high.

At the baze of the reem a twmel extends to the left. It slepes domu and is very
wot and slippery. Many dead-end orewlways btranch off eof it md there is much
breakdown. It lesads back towards the entrance for about 55 or 50 yarde. On the
right side of the demsd room a2 passege extends for about 30 te /0 yurds and is
sbout 5 feet highe It ends in a smell sirculer room, Seversl sinks in the Dome
Room lead $o shart dead-end orawls but cne drops down a very stesp slepe fer
about 60 feet. Te the left it extends fer about 20 yards as a walking passage
but all leeds frem it dead-emnd., To the right it leads dewm = slepe, becoming &
orewl over breskdown and formutions for about 20 yards. Total length of the
oave is estimated at 800" and total depth at 130 to 150 feet. The cave wae
visited en November 16, 1958, by Arturo Solie and Orion Knox of the St. Marv's
University Speleological Society. A second trip was msde on Des. 3, 1958, "y
Orion Knox, Arture Selis, Leonard Hill, and Ernest Ksltermm .

Ref: TSS files

MADLA®S CAVE NO, 2 Bexar Coumty (# 28)
Helotes 7.5' Quedrangle .
Comere My, Madls
Desoriptions This is a shallow sink about 15° deep, with £ill at the bottem.
It wes discovered by Orien Kmex and Arture Solis im Nevember, 1358, A later
attempt to excavate it falled to yleld a cave of any sisze.
Refs TSS files
MADLA'S CAVE NO, 3 Bexar County (# 25)
Holetes 7.5 Quadrangle
Owners lr. Madla
Descriptions The oave is emtered by a L5' eimk into a 30' long, 20' wide, 15' high
rocm. A socond roem adjoins this, smaller but with many mere nice formations,

It was explored by usmbers of the Alamo Grotto and the St. Hary's University
Spsleclogical Society.

\ Ref: TSS files
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HOONSHINE CAVE Bexer County (# 19)

Van Baub 7.5' Quadrangle
Owner?! Col. Buel

Dasoription: The entrance is & foot in diamster sink which dreps down about
15': At the bottem there is a oiroular room about 15° aocross. There are a
fow inches of guane onm the floer snd the remains of an old still prebakly
used during prohibition. The reom had no bats at 4%, but did centain salumsndors
and orickets. A small low passage led off but soon got teo small for further
progress. I% wau explored om Jan. 30, 1960, by Orien Knex wnd other mombers of
the S5t. Mary's University Speleological Scolety.

Ref: TSS files

WATURAL BRIDGE JR. CAVE ' Bexar Ceunty (# 20)
Van Rsu®b 7.5' Quadrangle
Owners Mr. Sams

Descriptisnt There are two entrances

fg

the cave, one beinz a small cpening which
can be chimmeyed into the first re The second is a larger opening about
3' x L' which slides into the first roem, The reem is about 15' x 10' end 10°
high. At the back there an opening that leads teo the secomd rewsm which is
about 10' x 12' and 12' high. The fleor is covered with loose rooks and the
oave is damp but net wes, No insects were seem. It was explored by Orien Enex
and other members of the St. Mary’s University Speleological Seciety om Jam. 30,

"

i Ref: 7SS files
RATTLESNAKE CAVE Bexar Coumty (# LB)
San Antonio East 7.5' Quadrangle
Cmers

Desoription: No acourate deseription of the cave iz awailable but it iz reported
to be smmll and infested with rattlesnnkes. It wae supposedly a habitation site
of the Comanche end Apache Indisns on their raids to the vieinity.

Bibliography: Bsrnes, Charles Merritt. Combats esnd Cenquests of Immortal Heroes,
Po 101, Gussssx & Ferlet Ce., San Antoniscs 1910.

Ref: TS8 files
ROBSER BARON'S CAVE (ROBBER'S CAVE) Bexar Ceumty (# Lk)
Lenghorn 7.5' Qusdrangle
Ovner: Y¥r, Busby -
Desariptions The entrance to the cave is in e relatively flat waocant lot in a

residential area in San Antenie. It iz = slightly slongated siak about [D'
in dismeter and drepping elong a steep slope of trash and fill fer sbout 20°.



- lope & helo Darely lsrge ensiph 0 anter oxtands o3
about 15 befera apeaing irto & O wide, 5' high znasege, This passege i
{loored with =ilt exd trash weshod in from Ghe enlraros. From hers s passags
aboul 150'=200' leong extends s2 @ 5' high, 5° wids tumnel. A number of passs
sges extend to the right of the mainm passage but all socm snd in fill or bresk-
demme A purbsr of these retura to the entrance siank where they end in £il1l and
trashes At the eud of the main entruncs pessage & duck~umder to the loft loads to
& parallel paseage which extends bask towarde the entrance., This loads in twra
to the main part of the cave. Any attompt te desoribe Robber Baren's Cave will
enly result in hopelses confusicn, beceuse of the occmplexiiy of the jeint mese
it follows. Bettoer than 1300° of passage has been mspped and better than an
additional 1,000 explored with ne point iz the cave being more than 300" frem
the enSrance. The pattern followed by the cave i3 that of a atrong seot of 1 E.ENE
Joints, intersected Ly & weaksr set of perpendicular jeints. The passagea formed
slong the strongor set of jeints are 2'-5' wide fisaure-type passeages, with the
oeiling renging frem I’ nesr the eutrance to 15' in cther parts of the cave.
The weaker joints usually cemsist of leow orawls formed elong the floor level of
the fissure-type pasceges. An interosting nete may be wade about “he southernmsst
extension of the ceve. It is noticed that the cave suddealy cemes to an end, with
ell of the N3 trending passages being terminated by breakdomm., It is pet Imewm 4f
this 13 ceused by artificel msens or by natursl collupse ol ong a stremg frasture
sone., The fact that the cave is frogquently within 16' of the surface is deudbiless
& cauze for the sudden termination of mest of the major passages of the caweo
Such things as blasting for ges, sewage, and water linos has doubtless taken
their tell of Robber Baron's Cave. The ealy fermations to bo found in the cave
ars a few masses of flowstene mlong the major passages,snd in the lowest parts of
‘b oave popoorn and coral cover the wallsy, flcor and ceiling, The mest aiguificant
discovery in the cave 43 that of "velvet flowstone" in the most seuthern passage
of the cavs. This is of = deep purple celor and velvety te the teuch, It is enme
of the few instances in Tezas of the cccurrence of this rare form of caleite *
deposit, '

Goology: As stated sbove the cave follows two mmjor seots of jJoints, the strongest
bearing WEH-ENE, with the cther rummning perpémdioculsr %o this. The cave itself
iz foraed in the Austin Chalk cf Cretacecus age, but the sxtrance sink is in the
Ansoache liwmestone and this heard, fairly resistent limestone forms ths upper
terminatlon of the save, This is in the ferw of a distinct Ledding-plsme forming
the gelling of many of the paecezes in the cave. It contains much of the red
clay £il11 dsseribed by Brets, ss well as scnsiderable smounts of silt and trash
washed in from the azmy sttempts to £ill the entrance siak. The entrance is at
an slovatiemn of 770

Moteorelegys A series of air Gemperature resdings wers talmm in the cawe en the
aight of January 12-13, 1962, between the hours of 10130 pom. and 2330 aoms
AT the time there was & very strong swrrent of air blowing iute the cave. Ne
air circulation wae noticed at point # 3 nor any poiuts thersaftor. The shard
bolow is lwyed by smumber to the map on page 30.

Leoetien Tempersturs (°F) Lecation Teaperature (°F)
i 2 é2.5°
2 zg: 8 a,®
3 55° 3 &
: Z : =
é 68® 12 72*
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1 seva in one of the et known in Texss, both feor its asetusl hietory

md for the muswrous legekdo which surround 1%, Ths cawve war gomaercislised in

1926, bubt the venture failed and was absndoned in 1933%. Ite failure wusz almost

certainly beoause of the leck of attraction which its bare walls offersd, cnd

osven ths erray of legends which either naturally surrcumded it or which were

fabricated by the omners was insufficlent to attract people to the cave., For

a nusber of yeers the cave remeined open to anyone iuterested in going through

it, bub cencern over legal difficultios which might wr-ise ghould scmeone be

hurt, csussd the owner to fill the entrance with trash and gravel. Sucoessive

rains over the years, as well as adenant efferts by local children, were sulfislent

%o opea the sntrance emough to allow entrance through a tiny hole. In the early

1950's Fob Hudson, Cordon Danz and membsrs of the St. Mary's University Spsleclozical

Sooiety ezplored the cave. Since that time ths entrance has been periocdiczlly

cpened snd olosed by reimwvater flooding the entrance and by futile efforts of

the osner to seal it. In 1961 seven Ssn Antonie youths were trapped in the cave

by mud sod water clogging the tiny entrance crawl. After considerable effort

all but one of the boys msnaged Yo escapey The remaining boy became stuck and

it took the San Antonio fire department to haul him cut of the hole. B8Sinoce

thet time it has been cpen. Although William Gray of the Alamo Urotte had

partislly mapped the cave in 1935, the oave had so changsd since that tims that

2 new snd more detailed mep waz felt to be in order. Two mepping trips have

been made and a total of 1300 surveyed., It is hoped that the remeinder can

be mapped socn. The first of two surweying trips was made on Januery 12 and 13,

1962, by Dick Smith, James Reddell, Bugene Blum, and Feggy Walkingtomj the second

g;-f;p fg:.ﬂwl sbout a week later and was made by Dick Smith, Jemes Reddell, and
an o

8 am

Legonds: It is lmpossible to distinguish between what iz true end what is not; and,
in fact, it is squally imposaible to distinguish between authentic legends acd
those fabricated by the cemmercial operater of the cave. It ie rumered to have
been the hide-out of a band of robbers, ruled by a "robbsr baren®, nd ss Owmdy
(1929) says: "If the walls of this cave could talk they probably could reveal
tales of crimo which cause the blood and thunder stories of the wild aud woolly
West to pale into inmsignificance." A number of interssting snd enjoysble tales
have built up about a ceve kuown es "Robber's Cave” and although the location
given by Ownby 1s wrong, thers is little doubt but that they are at least the
sans cave of the legends, if not in reality, so for leck of & better plzoe these
telss are recounted here: "It /i.s, the cave / takes its name from a geng of
cutlews whoece lopder was known as Pitts. pang operated extenszively
for about 100 miles arcund. San Antonio snd this cave was their rendeszvous. They
robbed country post offices, stores, stages, and even churches, The musicel
ingtrument, or organ, belonging to & church nct very far from this cave was
stolen by this gang. The mouth of the cave wes large encugh te emsble the robbers,
who smilated the sxampls of the famous thirty-nine fcllowers of Ali Baba,
ventionsd in the Arablan Highis, to remove and hide this church organ within
1%z rooesases, This cawe has never been fully explored and it is not umlikely
it is meny miles long and in scwe places very broad. A dog that chased a rabbit
into it was gone for three days mnd emerged nine miles from the point he entered.
When found ths snimal wes nearly famished end exhausted.” (Barmes, p. 102)

Bibliographys Anonymous. "Principal Caverns in Texas." The Texus Almanac and
State Industriel Guides The Encyolopedia of Texas, p. liB3s As He Belo Corpe




el

o, Sedls Groud-Tuter Ceolegy of Psxsy County, Texes, Wniletin 5511,
page 15, ¥iZas Soard of Wator Engiagors. uoGobor L1909

Barneg, Cherles Merritit, Cosmbats end Conquests of Immer“al Herees, pauge 102
Jusssaz & Ferlet Co. Sax Aatonies 1940. =

Craum, Victor 8, "Cemmorcisl Cawes of Texas.” The Cawes of Texas, pages Ll-L;5.
Bulletin Ten of the Netionel Speleclogiosl Socisty. April, 10LB.

House, Buyce, City of Fleming Adventure: The Chromiole of San Antonie, op- 179-180,
The Naylor Co, Antonles 199,

Hudson, Bob, "Caves of Big Bernd, Texas." NSS News, Vel. 13, Nes 7, sp- 5 & 8,

‘National Speleological Society. Palaces Under the Ferth. Caves Formerly
Operated Comuersially But Believed te Ge Closed." Page 18, Washingten: 1951,

NHiohelsen, Frauk E. "Caves of Texas.” The Texss Almansc snd Stete Industrial

Guide: The ‘ 12 of Texas e 192, Ao B, Delo Corp. 1933
OBy, W. ke ~WxpTering Caves Whsve Rowbers Walksd.” The Daliss Marning News,

Volo XIIV, We. 266, p. 8, feature ssotion. June 23, 1929,
Stickle, Arthur Walde, ed. "Caves and Caverns.” The Stete of Texas Boek: Ome
Hundred Yeara ef Progress, sage 122, Buresu of Hesearch m d Fubliolty, 2937
Walker, JLimmy. Wwp% Caves.” Housten Chronicle Rotegravure Magasine,
Augest 21, 19550

Refs TSS files
SAN ANTONIO QUARRY CAVE Boxar Ceunty (# L6)

San Antenio Eest 7.5' Quadrangle
Cwmer: San Antenie Portland Cemsnt Company

Desoripticn: !dttle is known of this cmve which was hit during limestone quarrying
oparations, Probably formed in the Anmcachs limestome of Cretacecus age its
extent is not kmownm, but has been runcred te have been extensive, It has been

filled or else destreyed by the quarrying operations.
Ref: TSS files

SAN PEDRO PARK CAVE Bexar Ceunty (# L9)
Sen Antenio East 7.5' Quadrangle
Owner: City of Sam Antenie (7)

Decoription: No accurate or reliable desoriptien of this cave is svailabls., It was
firet reported in 19510 by Charles Merritt Barmes. His descriptian of the cave i
as follows, "At San Pedro Perk the water flowing from the orifice at the eastern
end of the lalelet comes from a cave whose dimensions have never been definsd...
Through the center of the cave at the nerthesst corner of San Pedre Park there
runs a boldly flowing stresm of water about 20 fest in width and dire tly towards
the point frem whence the springs forming the San Pedro river emsrge. This is
anothsr indioation that the water supplying those springs and forming that stream
comes through this cave and probably companione of it at grester or lsus distauces
north of The San Pedro springs. The mesuth of the cave has been hermetically
soaled by s stone of very large size snd grest weight Leing pleced in it whioch
those who kmow 1ts location have besen unsable to remsve., Captain Fred Bader,
roosntly deseased, who hed partially explered it with Andrew Bemnei mnd several
ethers in quest of supposed buried treasure there, went back come tims later te
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complets the explaration with snother party. This they wers unabls to
acoemplish on scoount of the immense boulder lodging there that clogged

its mouth.” Another, unverified report, of s cave in the park states that
its entrance 1¢ in a house en the park grounds and is suppesed %o hawe beem
explored for at least 1500° by loocal geologists. It is not knowm if they
are the same cave or not,

Legsnds: One of the mest fesoinating legends of Texas caving lors surrounds this
caves DBarme@ in his book gives the legend in full, The stery is full of buried
treasure, love, and tragic death. "There is & cavern deep and derk and neayr
Sen Pedro park. There this treasure is said to be, but all kmowledge of this
cavern's trace is gone, Into its mouth a huge stone ¥ms rolled that stopped end
hid i1ts erifioce frem view. lMore than a generation age & last effert was made
to find this epotc. They are said to have found and rolled away the stone and
gons dowm into the cave taking with them lights anmd food, Within they found a
swollen stream. When they essayed to oross its current was all too ewift.
There they found a bottle and some wine, As they drank frem it their lights
burned blue and low and dim and cut of the crammiss of the cave cams the spectres

flask, Thero were snakes snd wolves and bats all there
wolf, Az he fired part of the cavern's roof fell down.
escaped unscathed but in haste, nor went again, although no spectres came., 1
was with them enoe, bud cared me mere to searah. Untasted was the wine; umocorked
its flask was lef%; Ancther band of bolder omes again went there. Again their
1ights burned blue and to them the spectres all four came. Even the oavern's
mouth thsy pursuesd. There they held the sesrchers in threll until they hed
relled back the stens into the cavern's meuth, Since then no others there have
goneé. And now thie cave is lest. Thie treasure still evades all quest.”™ (Barnes,
1910, ) Because of the resemblmee of tales it is zlmest certain that the legend
regited applies to the cave st the hesd of the San Fedro Perk springs.

Bibliegraphy: Barmes, Charles Merritt. Combats mnd o%s of Immortal Herees,
pages 89-90; pages 100-10). OCuessas and Ferlet Co. Intomies 1910,
Refs TSS files
SCHERTZ-CIBOLO CAVE (SCHERTZ CAVE) (CIBOLO CAVE) Bexar Ceunty (# 38)
Scherts 7.5 Quedrangle
Owner:

Desgription: The cave is described in Bulletin 10 of the KSS as consisting of 1.5
miles of passageways. A thorough examination of the cave by mmbers of the
University of Texas Grotteo found that this estimate was trememdously sxagerrated

md that prebably ne mere than 1500' of passage exists in the cave. A depressiem
rruﬁioh.bumm‘hdlymﬂﬁmclm“hm% mile from t.h.
entrance, but upon examination this was found to be less than 5007 from

i’?

entrance. Apparently, therefers, all of the open cave has been found,
entrance 18 at the bottom of a 10' wide, 6' long, 8' deep sink in a clump of
bushes in a large brushy pasture. A slope omrﬂﬂﬁbunﬁmmdtmh
extends for about 10' before it ends in s crawlwmay. After about 50' there

a junction, The right<hand passage 18 & 5' wide, ' high orawl extending for
about 100" to another junction. The main passage contimues over a breakdown
slepe for about 100' to amother junotion. This passage is about 3' high.

It oontinues for a short distance past the junotion before ending in clay fill,
The side passage goes about 100' before ending. At the ssoond junction the
passage to the side drops through s very tight hole fer 20' to a lower level

passage, Here two levels have definitely developed with the two frequently



gempected. Indsed the passage is a contimnous up-sad-down over the remnsnts

of the upper leval, After about 507 a pesesge to the lof't is smocumtered,

It is = very difficult, tight 7' high passsge, no mere than 107 wide, with w

orawl at the bottome This crawl in twra leads to a series of L' wide, 3' high
passages intersectesd occcaszionally by smaller, nsrrower passages, still formed

on two lavels. The main passage then countimues for 50', down 2 steep alide in%o
the lower level and beck up into the main level whers after sdbout 100 it ends in
what is apparently breskdown from the surface. Returning to the first major
Junotion, the same type of passageway is found to the left, cantimuing for about
200" before it too ends, Much of the cave is now blocked by brealkdowm and fill,
and doubtless considerable passage could be found by excavating sams of the filled
pessages. The floor of the cave is covered with dust and ie quite dry. The

ouly formations found are masses of cmve coral covering walls, floor, and csiling.
Fsuna includes cave crickets and rattlesnakes. The tetal depth of the cave is
betweon 40O and 50%,

Ceology: The ceve is formed in Cretmcecus limestone snd rums along two sets of
paralle]l joints. The strongest set of joints runs spproximtely BE-W, while the
other snd wosker set runs perpendicular te this. The E-W passages are fairly
wide snd low passages, while the N-5 passages tend to be high, fissures, much
narrower than the others. The cave has dewveloped along two distinot beds of
limestons, sepsrated by only a few feet of rock, which has frequently cellapced,
The walls and ceiling of much of the ocave is of a very locsely cemsnted omgleme-
rate or clay, which is doubtless the cuise of most of the passage terminations
in the ocave. Definitely related to the cave, though not connected, are a large
number of solution heles om e nearby oliff. These sre formed sn two lovels and
are all partially filled with silt and olay from the flooding of Cibeles Creek.
They are doubtless the remmants of a cave or osve-system which may have st one
time included Seherts-Cibolo Cave. Also related to the geolegy of the cave are
pumercus joints in the bed of Cibele Creek, all of which may be cerrelated with
the passages of the cave itself.

History: The cave is one of the best kmown in Bexar County, despite the faot that
it has boen little visited by cavers. Hundreds of leocal boys have visited the
onve and loft their nsmes in it. Not long after Bulletin 10 was published it
wos explored by members of the St, Mary's University Speleclegioal Secclety. Im
1960 Bill Russell, Jamos Reddell, Bob Benfer, Alice Hirsch, and Johun Zuck mapped
the cave., Unfortunately the notes made om the trip were lost; and the ocave hes
not been re-surveyed. A% that time about 800" wore mapped, but much was lefh

unsurvyyesdo
Bibliography: White, Patriock J. "Caves of Central Texas." The Caves of Texas,
page 7. Bulletin Ten of the Natienal Speleclogiocsl Scoiety. April, 19L8.
Widener, Denald L., ed. Texas Cave Survey, Vol. II, No. 3, p. 82.
Ref: TSS files
SKELETON CAVE Bexsr County (# 50)
Sen Antonie Eest 7.5' Qugdrangle

Ommor: City of San Antonio (?)

Desoription: A cave was discevered in the sarly 1900°s by city workmen while
blasting stone. “In it were feumd the skelotons of Indians of huge stature,
sone exceeding seven feet in height., Bssides these ckeletons were found soxas
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#tone pottery and a mumber of srrow heads as well as stone spear hesds md
other relics of a portion of & tribe of an aboriginal race. This race
evidently had its buriel greund in this pertiocn of the cave, which mey slse
be one of the numerocus chambers of the treasure cave mantioned in another
chapter of this book. About ten years previous to this time another cluster
of corpses or the bones of human beings of similar size and with the same
charsoter of relios were unecarthed in the same immediaste vioinity by amother
gang of the City's werknen while blasting the rock inm this park.” (Bsrnes, 1910)
This is the only source of informatiom on this cave, whish has almost cortainly
been filled since the originsl report was written. The reliability of descriptisn
of wrtifacte and skeletons may well be doubted.

Bibliography: Barmes, Charles Merritt, Combats snd Conquests of Immortal Herces,
page 100, Guessas & Ferlet Coe. Sen Antemios 1910.

Refs TSS files
SOUTH SIDE SINK Bexar Ceunty (# 61)
Southton 7.5' Quadrangle
Owmors

Deoseription: The sntrancs ie a two foot wide sink, dropping sbeut 15' to a dirt
floor in a sectien that is about six feet in diameter. The walls are pocketed
by sslutiem. An additional three feet were sxcavated by Orion Knex but ns
pessage wad found.

Ref: TSS files

SPENCER®S CAVE Bexar Ceunty (# 29)
Holotes 7.5' Quadrangle
Owners Mr. Spencer

Desoription: The caw is entered by a small sinkhole, 8" deep, having a single
passage leading off, My, Barham was in the cave for 300° some years age, bub
tragh has filled it %o within a few feet of the sink,

' Refs TSS files

STAPELTON RANCH CAVE {RTAPELTON RANCH CAVE NO, 2) Bexer County (# Li)

Castle Hille 7.5° Quadrangle
Owners Mr, Stapeltom

Descriptions The entrance is located in an area of fallem-in rocks. I% has

four foot drop imto a larges low-ceilinged rocam sbout 20° in diamster with a dirs

floor. A%t ome end there is a orawl leading down and to the right. After sbout

20' there are two pits leading to the same room; both about 15' deep, The roca

ie sbout 15° x 20" with a 15° wide, 2' high passage leading off, The ceiling is

very weak and with large slabs of limesteme hanging from it. After a caver

was almset trapped by falling rocks the exploration was abandomed and the entrance

has since been blasted shut. Expleration was mede by Orien Knox and other

members of the Alamo Gretto em Jam. 18, 1959. (See eketoh, page 3)
Ref: TSS files
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DESE 607 SINK Do Dty G 1)
Bulverde 7.5° Quudrangle
Owner: Texas Higiwmey Department®
Doceripidions The cave is entored by 2 smell sink which drops wvertieslly for 31°,

entrance a passags extonda sovoral fest to & 20° high dome, follewed by a 10°
iong crawl, The drainsge in the roem runs back domn the orewl and into a small
sink in the cswe flcar. The cave wae ondered on Ooteber 7, 1961, by Bud Frank,
By Lo landelius, end others from the University of Texss. A coon skull was
found and collectad, but ne other bones were found. The onve is dry and e
formed alamg @& Joint otriking northesst and dipping scutheas$. It is formed
in Cretacecus ilwsstone,

Refy TSS fiien

TEURMAN CAVE HO, 1 Bexar Ceunty (# 32)
Aslates 7.5' Quedrangle
Ovmers Jack Thurmm

Dasaeripiiony The cave is an 00' sinkhele into s LO' in dismstar, 10' high resm,
There mre soveral formsticns 28 large we 10° im length and most of tham alive.
Azy possible entyances frem the rcom have beon filled with silé. Thers are
esveral chimmeys and there iz a roolk slide on ons side of the room. Equipment
iz nevsssary %o eniar the savee

Ref: T8S files

THUSMAN CAVE NO, 2 Bezmr Ceumty (# 75)
Heiotes 7.5' Quadrangle

\}m'rz Jack Thursan

Descripbione Tho esve is entored by a &' deep, small wertiocal hole. A emall
pazsage leads inY%e & very iow room with much breakdomm., A 50" long erawlwmey
lsads to a decdeernd. There ars a fow formations but they are all dead. I%
is inhabited by mussi-ous cave orickets.

Refs 158 filew

ToM;I. CAVE Bexar County (# L7)
San Lntonio East 7.5 CQuadrm gie
Owzaprs City of San mtm@_o

Deroription: Thw aave concilets of ¢ jolint mexs inm a oliff foce. It is nade up
of ebout 40 of horizontel pessags conmectsd to ths oliff by fiww entramces.
it containe uo formmtlone or roems. It follews e jeint perallel %o the cliff
wd two Joints perpendiculsy To the oliff. A number of emeller solutien heles
exre fouvnd nearby but nene s:ru of any extent. It is froquently vieited,

Ref: T35 files
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TURNER'S CAVE Bexsr County (# 8)
Bat Cave 7.5' Quadrangle (?)
Owvnar: Mr. Turner or My, Eichman

Dessription: The cave is entered by e LO' drop to & small ledge. A second drep
of 90' lemds to m room sbout 50' x 30':; This room adjoins a large room cone
taining bats. The dimensions of this room are not momn. It ocontains many
fornations, most of which are alive. At the lowest lewsl the csve has besn
vandalized with initials., Absut 130' of repework iz necessary to enter the
cave, Feuna is plentiful, froge md turtles being found, as well as beis,

Ref: T8S files

WHISTLE DROP CAVE Bexar Coumty (# 10)
Bat Cave 7.5' Quadrangle (7)
Osmoers Jolm Po Cleseen

Description: The cave is entered by a small rubble-filled sink, which had to be
sxcavated. After 15' of squirming through breakdown a 10' pit is reached.
From here a hole opens into the tep of a 65° pit. Forty feet to the righs,
at the bottoa of the pit there is a %0 pit, also requiring equipment.
Although the first pit is oclear of loose slabs and boulders, this one has
besn leached olesn, leaving the walle of the pit very sharp and with msmay
sharp blades of flint exposed. Botween the projections the remains of sterile
rod clay fill are found. Two passages oxtend from the boticm of this pit,

One 1is m impossible jagzed watercourse hesded straight dewn, while the other
is a tight, muddy orawl, After about 20' a 12' chimmeyable pit is found, with
e tight orawl lesding out from the bottem. After 20' progress is blocked by
an impossible to negotiate right angle twrn, with the floor sloping steeply
downa Teotal depth of the cave is about 125, It wes explorad in March, 1961,
by William Gray, Merrill Doyle, David Oray, Porter Uontgomery, Murph Carpenter,
.Monte Killien, snd Dennis Doyle, all of the Alamo Grotto.

Bibliography: Oray, Willisa R. "Whistle Drop."” The Texas Caver, Vol, VI, Ne, 5,
PPo 57 & &o ""' 1%10
Rofs TSS files, W. Gray

WOODLAWN HILLS CAVE Bexar County (# 52)
San Antenio West 7.5' Quadrangle (7)
Omers City of Sen Antonie

Description: The cave is at the bottom of a LO' brick li.npd nbolangingta
the olty water works in San Antomic. The wall was hand dug about 1900, and
the city had a pump room dug at the bottom of the well for pumping water to
the surface. However, the dug well has now been abandened in favor of a
drilled well about 20' sway, and is still pumping water from the sams poel
underground at the LO' lsvel. Much of the visidle portion of the cave is
full of water, and it is expected that there iz too mich water to enable any
sxpleration without aguslungs:; 7The cave was vigited in the sarly 1950'a by
Carl Claytom am Patrick White, It remmins unexplored,

Rof: T8S files
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HANED CAVE Fexar County
Quadrangls
Owners Dro Fo Horff, 8r. (owner in 1910)

Description: The cave is entsred by two entrances, the largest being emly 18"
et its widest poiut. This entrancs drops perpendicular and 1o difficult to
olimb. The other drops st & 45° angle and is very marrow. The depth of the
ocuve ia about 50' and oonsistes of three chambers. Ono 4s [0’ long x 30' wide
x 15° higho The other two are both small, ome about 10' sad the other about
12° broad and of irregular shape. The two smaller rooms mre sbout half-filled
with puene, myriasds of bats having mede it their rcosting place for many years.
The lerge chamber wes the lair of ocyotes smd lobo wolwes, cne of which was
killed in this chamber, but when the shot wes fired that killed it, the explosiom
dislodged a large stene in the roof that fell in dangorously oclese proximity
to the party then explering the cave, all of whose members were rearly desafensd
by the comocussion produced by the discharge of the wesvom., All about this cawve
were scattered the bomes of fewl and animala brought te the cave snd devoured
by the welves. The cave has almost cortainly been filled and ites lococation is
uncbtainable. It is interesting to note that the story of the wolves amd the
explorers is the sam applied, with a toush of horror, teo that of the legendary
gtories eurrounding San Pedro Park Cave.

Bibliogrephys Bmrnes, Charles Merritt. Combats and Conquests of Immertal Herces,
page 101, Guessat & Ferlet Coe. San Antomio: XL

Refs TSS files
UNNAMED CAVE Bexar Coumxty (# 51)
San Antenie East 7.5' Quadrangle
Ownor: City of S Antonie (7)
Desoriptions The cave consists of cne small room sbout ten feet in diameter and
eight or nine feet high. It is not Imown if passages extend from thiz one room.
The cave has probably been filled by the city.

Bibliographys Barmes, Charles Merritt. Combats and Conquests of Immortel Heress,
page 101, Ouessas & Ferlet Co. Sen Intemios 1910.

Ref: TSS files
UNNAMED CAVE Bexer County (# 7)
Vaz Raub 7.5' Quadrangle (?)
Omnsr:

Description: Iittle is kgyown of the cave, but the following legend is cited by
Barmoss: "In it was aceldentally foumd the sieleton of & men who had been murdered
snd his bedy thrown into this ocave. The person making the discoevery omme very
noar losing his ewn life. Just as he saw the skeloton and was geing cloeser to
it, e large rattlesneke struck ot him burying its fangs in the thick leather
chepe, or Isggings, he worec. This seved him. Fe shot the snake with a pistol
bhe hud and then proceeded to take m olose view of the ckelsten after which he
wert at once to m coromer and reported the finding of the skeleton., It prowved
%o be that of & man nemed Herris who was an important witusss in a oriminal
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cese, Harris dissappeared shortly before it was time for his testimony
to be hesrd, The body was identifisd from gold filling in the testh of
the skull, Harris died literally with his boots «i snd the bones of hie
feot and lower portion of his lege were found im the boets and remsved
from them." (Barnes, 1910)

Bibliogrephys Barnes, Charles Merritt. Combats snd uests of Immortal Herves,
peges 102-103, Guessas & Ferlet Co. OSan Antemies o

Refs TSS files

DOUBTFUL CAVES

EVERS ROAD SINK Bexar County (¢ 1a)
7 Quadrang 1o o ;
Ownsrs State Highway Department
Dessription: The oave was oponed by heavy rains in Sept of 1957. It consists
of & small vertical sink about ' in diemster and B8' deep. The simk is plugged
with smud, Investigated by St. Mary®s University Speleclegloal Society.

Bibliographys Widener, Donald L., ed. Texas Cave Surwey, Vol. II, Ne. 3, po 807
Ref: TSS files

THURMAN CAVE NO, 3 Bexar Coumty (# Za)

Helotes 7.5' Quadrangle
Owpers Jesk Thurmsn

Desariptions The cave is a small, tight sinkhole, which was opened with a sledge
hammer. It is sbout 10' deep and with no ocutlets.
Refs TSS filss

NOTEs EABA CAVE, reported in The Texas Caver, Vel. II, No. 1, by Kem Beler in
s article entitled "BicYogloa 8," on page 3, is neither desoribed
nor loosted. This 1s almost certainly the swmw xs Haby Cave in Medina
County, which is knowa to have bats of the same species ss eited by Baler
for "Habe Cave." Until further notice is made of faba Cave it is assumed

to be synonymous with Haby Cave, Medina Ceunty.
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